
2018 GRAND MARSHAL: JEANETTE FOSTER, Estelline 
 
Jeanette (Hutt) Foster, a 1956 Estelline High School graduate, was chosen to lead this year’s 
Homecoming parade.  
 
After graduation, Jeanette attended Nettleton College in Sioux Falls until she was offered a job at 
the Farmers State Bank in Estelline, now known as Reliabank. She married Ron Foster in 1958 
and they lived in Estelline until 1974 when they moved to a farm south of town. She worked at 
the bank for 40 years until retirement. After moving into town in 2005, Jeanette worked at the 
Estelline Café until it closed and then she worked at the Estelline Care Center as the bedmaker 
for seven years. Ron and Jeanette rarely missed an Estelline sporting event over the years until 
Ron’s health declined. The highlight of the athletic events were attending the State B 
Tournament every year in March. Ron passed away in 2016. 
 
Jeanette has been a member of the Estelline Alumni Association since it was organized in 1982 
and served as pro tem treasurer for one year. She has attended every all-school reunion in June as 
well. Jeanette also served the Alumni Association by selling Redmen spirit wear and items from 
her basement from 2007 to 2015. She is a life-long member of the United Church of Christ 
where she is presently serving as treasurer for the second time. She was also the Sunday School 
superintendent for several years. She has been the secretary/treasurer of the Brookings County 
Farmers Union since 2004. Jeanette volunteers for the Meals on Wheels program. She also stays 
busy with yard work. 
 
Ron and Jeanette had three children. Daughter Carla (1977) is married to Tom Clarke (1978). 
They make their home in Estelline where they raised their three sons: Justin (2001), Jameson 
(2004), and Nolan (2010). Jeanette’s son, Jeff (1980) passed away at his home in Watertown in 
April from complications of ALS. Son Todd (1982) lives in Brookings with his wife, Jolynn. 
Jeanette’s family also includes daughter-in-law, Tammy; grandchildren, Jordan, Kelsi, Spenser, 

and Mitchel; and great-grandchildren, Emma, Bennett, and Chloe. 
 
The Estelline school and community hold a special place in Jeanette’s heart. 
 
 
 
 
 


