
Cindy (Papka) Rust, an Estelline High School graduate, was chosen to lead this year’s 
Homecoming parade. She was born in Estelline to Stanley and Mamie Papka and grew up with 
her siblings: Merlin (Bud) deceased; Darlene (Dot) in 1954; Karen 1957; Jan 1960; Judy 1964; 
and Denny 1968. Cindy attended school all 13 years in Estelline and graduated in 1969. 
  
Cindy has worked behind the scenes in many capacities for the Estelline Alumni Association. 
She started working with the concessions at the old football field. When Beckman Field was near 
completion in 2000, Bob Beckman told CEO Dennis Rieckman he wanted the Alumni 
Association to continue to reap some benefits from the project. Mr. Rieckman suggested the 
association be allowed sole operation of food services. Cindy volunteered to be responsible for 
starting up the new concession stand, which included ordering equipment and furnishings, then 
ordering and stocking supplies food, treats, and pop, and lining up workers. Cindy remains 
involved in ordering supplies nearly 20 years later.  
  
When the homecoming parade made its comeback several years ago, Cindy also headed up the 
alumni float committee for many years. She helped with registering people for the all-school 
reunion several times and wrote thank you notes for donations for a long time.  
  
Cindy is active in two quilting groups. Her church group makes quilts for local women’s shelters 
and as a ministry for people living on the street and the homeless. She is also member of the 
MidWeek Quilters Club who makes the tie blankets the seniors receive as gifts from the 
association. This group also makes prayer quilts for those facing challenging events in their lives 
and they also make quilts for themselves. 
 
Cindy is a member of Trinity Lutheran Church and serves as president of the Women’s Group, 
participates in the bible study group and sings with the choir. Cindy is retired from the Sanford 
Clinic in Estelline where she worked for many years. She loves to bake. 
  
Cindy married Roland Rust (EHS 1967) on January 3, 1970; he passed away May 11, 2017. 

They have two children, Shelly (Lance) Bird (1989) of Worthington, MN and Joe (Trista) Rust 
(1996) of rural Castlewood, and five grandchildren, Kami, Kodi (2017), Kenzie (2022), Kya 
(2024), and Karissa (2028). 
  
Cindy has always enjoyed following her granddaughters. Kami, who will graduate from 
Worthington High School in 2020, plays softball on a high school league and a community 
league and she tries to get to some of those home games. The other girls are active in volleyball 
and track for the Redhawks. 
 
 

 


